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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 19, 20, 22, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tsunooka '6,230,795'. 

In re claim 19, Tsunooka et al '795 disclose a heating and air conditioning system 
for a motor vehicle comprising of: a housing (1 1 , figure 1 ) comprising a plurality of 
housing segments (36, 37, figure 2) wherein at least one of the housing segments is an 
insertion part (37, figure 2) which comprises at least one means for air conduction and 
at least one mixer valve (39, figure 2). Tsunooka et al. further teach that the insertion 
part 37 is capable of being inserted into a receiving space (36, figure 2, mating end with 
element 37) in the remainder of the housing 1 1 . 

It should be noted that the phrase "comprises at least one functional unit, with at 
least one means for air conduction, a warm air feed, a cold air feed and/or with at least 
one mixer valve" (claim 19, lines 4-6) is somewhat unclear in context, since it is not 
clear whether the insertion part includes all of these elements or is capable of 
functioning as any one of these elements at any given time. Further, it is not completely 
clear as to what the limitation "and/or at least one mixer valve" means. From the 
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specification and the originally filed claims, the elements have to include the mixer 
valve, so the alternative part of this limitation does not appear to have proper support. 
For the purposes of this rejection, the at least one functional unit includes at least one 
means for conduction (through element 37). It should be noted, however, that element 
37 is also capable of operating as a warm air feed and a cold air feed (see col. 2, lines 
54-57, re ability to deliver cold and warm air.) 

In re claim 20, Tsunooka et al '795 discloses invention above and further discloses 
that the functional unit (39, figure 2) is a mixer module (37 and 39, figure 2, mix the 
conditioned air with vehicle interior air) for a rear area (see abstract, lines 1-3). 

In re claim 22, Tsunooka et al '795 discloses invention above and further discloses 
that the insertion part (37, figure 2) is configured symmetrically to a longitudinal axis 
(front to rear, see figure 1 and 2). 

In re claim 23, Tsunooka et al '795 discloses invention above and further discloses 
that the insertion part (37, figure 2) is configured symmetrically to a longitudinal axis 
(front to rear, see figure 1 and 2). 

In re claim 25, Tsunooka et al '795 discloses invention above and further discloses 
application of modular air conditioning modular system in a motor vehicle. (See 
abstract, line 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Tsunooka et al '6,230,795' in view of Bauer '3,550,522'. 

In re claim 21 , Tsunooka et al '795 discloses invention above and further discloses a 

functional unit (39, figure 2); however, fails to explicitly recite a drive for the mixing 

valve. 

Bauer '522 teaches a drive for mixing valve in rear duct. (See C2, L61-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Tsunooka et al '795 with drive for door valve as taught by 
Bauer '522 in order to automatically control the door valve remotely from the front seat 
area to enable hands-free climate control that will improve the comfort level of all 
occupants. 

In re claim 24, Tsunooka et al 795 discloses invention above and further discloses 
that the insertion part (37, figure 2) is configured symmetrically to a longitudinal axis 
(front to rear, see figure 1 and 2). 

Fon I ttui i i 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph J. Corrigan whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3213. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisors are Cheryl Tyler or Frantz Jules on (571) 272-4834 or (571) 272-6681 , 
respectively. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Joseph Corrigan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3744 
3/07/07 



/Cheryl J. Tyler/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3744 



